Festival of Illustration – Young Illustrators’ Prize
Terms and Conditions
1. About the Competition
The Festival of Illustration Young Illustrators’ Prize invites young artists aged 12–18 to submit an original illustration inspired by the theme ‘The Art of Being’.
There is wonder in every day. Being human is messy, spontaneous, curious and wonderful. Entrants are encouraged to draw the moments, experiences, people, places or feelings that make life uniquely theirs.
The competition aims to celebrate young creative talent, encourage artistic expression and provide a platform for emerging illustrators to share their work.
2. Eligibility
· The competition is open to young people aged 12–18 inclusive at the time of entry.
· Entries must be submitted by the entrant, with the knowledge and permission of a parent or legal guardian.
· Each entry must be the original work of the entrant.
· Entries must respond to the theme ‘The Art of Being’.
· The organiser reserves the right to request confirmation of an entrant’s age or parental/guardian permission where necessary.
· The organiser reserves the right to reject entries that do not meet the eligibility requirements.
3. How to Enter
· Entries must be submitted online through the official Festival of Illustration website.
· Entrants must provide their name, age and a valid email address for competition administration. For entrants under 18, a parent or guardian’s email address should be provided as the main contact.
· The closing date for entries is 31 January 2027.
· Entries received after the closing date may not be considered.
· There is no entry fee.
· The organiser is not responsible for entries that are incomplete, lost, corrupted or not successfully submitted due to technical issues.
4. Artwork Requirements
· All artwork must be original and created by the entrant.
· All entries must be the entrant’s own original work. Artwork generated wholly or partly using generative AI tools is not permitted. 
· Artwork must not infringe another person’s copyright or other intellectual property rights.
· Artwork must not contain offensive, discriminatory, unlawful or otherwise inappropriate content.
· Artwork may be created using traditional or digital illustration techniques.
· Entries must be submitted in the format and file specifications stated on the competition entry page.
· Entrants must not submit artwork created wholly or substantially by another person. Any third-party material used within an illustration must be appropriately authorised and acknowledged where required.
· The organiser reserves the right to disqualify entries that do not meet these requirements.
5. Judging and Prizes
· Entries will be judged by a panel appointed by the Festival of Illustration.
· Judging will consider creativity, originality, interpretation of the theme and the quality of the illustration.
· The judges’ decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into regarding the outcome.
· There is a total prize value of £500 available to be awarded across the competition. The individual prizes and their values will be published on the competition website.
· Prizes are not transferable and cannot be exchanged for cash unless otherwise stated by the organiser.
· Winners will be contacted using the contact details supplied at entry.
· If a winner cannot be contacted within 14 days of the initial notification, the organiser reserves the right to select an alternative winner.
· The organiser reserves the right not to award a prize if no entries meet the required standard.
6. Copyright and Use of Artwork
· Entrants retain copyright and ownership of their submitted artwork.
· By entering the competition, entrants and their parent or guardian agree that the Festival of Illustration may contact them in relation to the competition and judging process.
· Separate permission will be requested from a parent or legal guardian, and where appropriate the young artist, before winning artwork is published or used for promotional purposes.
· Where permission is granted, the organiser may reproduce the selected artwork on the Festival of Illustration website, social media channels, in exhibition displays, printed publications and promotional materials relating to the competition and Festival.
· Artwork will be credited using the entrant’s first name and age as the standard approach. A full name will not be published without specific permission from a parent or legal guardian.
· Permission to publish artwork does not transfer copyright or ownership to the organiser.
· Artwork may not be altered in a way that misrepresents the entrant’s work. Reasonable technical adjustments, such as resizing for publication, may be made where necessary.
· Entrants are responsible for ensuring that their submission does not infringe third-party rights.
7. Privacy and Data Protection
· Personal information will be collected and used for the administration of the competition, contacting entrants and winners, and arranging the awarding of prizes.
· Personal information will be handled in accordance with applicable data protection legislation and the Festival of Illustration’s privacy notice.
· Entrants’ contact details will not be published or shared publicly.
· The organiser will not publish a child’s full name, contact details or other identifying information without specific permission from a parent or legal guardian.
· Information will be retained only for as long as necessary for the purposes described in the privacy notice and any applicable legal or record-keeping requirements.
· Permission to publish artwork or use a child’s name for publicity will be requested separately from the information required to enter the competition.
8. Disqualification
The organiser reserves the right to disqualify any entry that breaches these terms and conditions, contains misleading information, infringes another person’s rights or is otherwise considered inappropriate for the competition.
9. Changes or Cancellation
The organiser reserves the right to amend the competition arrangements or cancel the competition where circumstances beyond its reasonable control make this necessary. Any significant changes will be communicated through the Festival of Illustration website.
10. Organiser and Governing Law
The competition is organised by The Northern School of Art as part of the Festival of Illustration.
These terms and conditions are governed by the laws of England and Wales.
11. Acceptance of Terms
By submitting an entry, the entrant confirms that they have read and understood these terms and conditions and that their parent or legal guardian is aware of and has given permission for their participation.
Separate permission will be sought for the publication of artwork and any associated publicity involving the entrant.

